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Reading Comprehension Skills

Reading Comprehension
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Move your eyes quickly over

when you want to read
something quickly to
get a general idea.

¢ Read the table of contents.

¢ Read the opening and closing
sentences of paragraphs.

¢ Read headings and subheadings.

¢ Look at any illustrations or
graphic features.

Skim if you are previewing a book
for selection.

Skim if you are rereading some pages
before moving on in a book.

Skim when looking through a

the page to get the information

hen you want to read
something quickly to find a
specific piece of information.

¢ Look for key words related to
your topic.
¢ Look for bold print and italics.

* Look for words in larger
font sizes.

¢ Look through bulleted
information and sidebars.

Scan if you have a question that you
need answered.

Scan when trying to find a phone
ber, looking in a dictionary, or

or magazine.

searching through an index.
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Art is what people create with imagination and skill. As a part

of culture, it shows the way of life and identity of a nation and

reflects the history of a society. In fact, the history of humankind

is the history of art. If we want to know a country or a nation well,
we should study its art.

What does the underlined word ‘It’ refer to?
1)Art 2)imagination (3 skill 4) culture
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Cloze Test 38 {SAL L) sptyn)

In many companies, perhaps the

best way to do certain new projects advantage

Saye
is to put a group of people together expertise -
........... (185). Having a team of people involve S

O s

attack a project ........... (187} several

advantages or positive points. First of all, a group of people has a

wider ........... {125) of knowledge, expertise, and skills than any single
group ........... (189} is likely to have. Also, because of the numbers of
people involved and the greater resources ........... {180}, @ group can
work more quickly in response to the project they are to get done
and can present highly creative solutions to problems and issues.
i3 (1) that a team is formed 2)and so forming a team
3) but forms a team 4) and form a team
iE¥) (1) offers 2)to offer
3) which offers 4)is offered by
1)item 2] range
3)means 4/ function
iEE) (1) section 2) mission
3)member 4) responsibility
i) (1) are available 2)than they are available
3)that are available 4) which they are available
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Cloze Test 39 {(9AL0T spwlw)

The modern age is an age of

electricity. People are so used to electric jfract ,;,:-ﬁl-’\f;é-h
lights, radio, televisions, and telephones refrigerator T
that it is hard to ........... [191) what life apparently T,aua
would be like without them. When T— 3,5 S

there is a power failure, people are
hadly affected. Cars may be stuck in heavy traffic because there are
notrafficlights............ (192), and food goes bad in silent refrigerators.

Yet, people begantounderstand how electricity works........... (193}
two centuries ago. Nature has apparently been experimentingin this
field ........... {194) millions of years. Scientists are discovering more
and more that the living world may ........... {195) a lot of interesting
information about electricity that could benefit humanity.
i1 (1) save 2! remind 3/ compare (4 imagine
EF) (1) guide 2] are guiding (3] to guide 4 they guide
iEE) (1) only more than a little 2] more than a little only

3)for more than only a little (4) only a little more than

£ (1) since 2] from 3| for 4)in

itH (1) hold 2)learn 3)surround (4] consume



Cloze Test 40 {9AL3tm3l Spwlyan)

The Run For it Foundation ........... {196)
by Albert and Grace Donner in memory foundation oly
oftheir son Felix, a victim of brain cancer organizer PR X0 Py
whopassed awayin 1985at theageof11. effort g o A

Begunin 1987, the foundation ’s Fun Run has

insize from almost 50 runners tojust over 800as of lastyear. Everyyear
the foundation holds ceremonies ........... (198), The first ceremony
brought in about $50,000 for cancer research. This year organizers
hope to raise even more money! As the ceremony ........... {199) by %
volunteers and supported by community donations, every penny
raised goes directly to Children’s Hospital in support of cancer

research and efforts to ........... (200 the lives of children with cancer.

i€ (1) that founded 2) it founded

3) was founded 4 founded
iEF) (1) widely 2) patiently 3 helpfully (4] gradually
iLT) (1) to collect money from charitable people

2 for money from charitable people collect

3) which collects from charitable people money

4)that from them charitable people were collected money

iCE) (1) organizes 2)is organized
3) has organized 4| which is organized
71 (1) cure 2] identify 3) arrange 4)improve

........... (197)increased
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In the early 1990s, many villages
turned to solar power in parts of Africa

where life was hard because of the degradation  Jis 1ty

absence of electricity. Perhaps the fural by,
greatest project of this nature, and one urban Gt
that s often mentioned, isaZimbabwean migration e

project supported by UNDP through
the Global Environment Facility {GEF). The plan, jointly funded by
GEF {(57m) and Zimbabwe ({5400,000), made use of some 9,000
solar power systems throughout the country to improve living
standards, but also to decrease land degradation and pollution.
Shamva, 70 kilometers from Zimbabwe’s capital, Harare, is
now one of the best solar-village models in the country. Fifty-two
" commercial farming families share systems; there is one system
for every two houses. Each family has two lamps and a connection
for a radio or small television set. The new lighting systems have
improved the quality of life for the community. They have increased
study hours for schoolchildren, reduced rural-to-urban migration
in the area, and upgraded health standards by electrifying a local
health center.
FEJ) What ls the best title for the passage?

1) Shamva’s Farmers Share Solar Power Systems

WIWW.A

2) Zimbabwean Development Program
3] Future of Solar Power in Africa

4] New Ways to Produce Energy

1AF



PEL) According to the passage, the Zimbabwean project .............. .
1) has been successful in one particular village
2/has been financially supported by the Zimbabwean
government only
3 has influenced the living standards of some rural people
in Zimbabwe
4) has a long way to go before its effects can be actually
observed in people’s life
Which of the following Is TRUE about Shamva?
1) It did not use to have a local health center.
2] It is the closest village to Zimbabwe’s capital.
3) It is located in an area where access to electricity is very
difficult.

4]t is equipped with some solar systems shared by the

[+]

families living there. 3
L) What does the word “They” in paragraph 2 refer to?
1) lamps 2] lighting systems
3) people in Shamva 4] radio and television sets

1AD
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Culture shock is a term used to describe
the process a person experiences when o . e
living outside his or her culture for a long describe | gashees
period of time. Culture shock is a reality to  2Ware Jutgn wlST
many international students. Whenmoving  extremes iy ,is 5 L3l

to a new culture, international students

ursue 53,5 Jlsa
must deal with a language that may be 5 o5 s
unfamiliar, incomprehensible customs pill e
and values, and cultural expectations the vaccine Tl

E students may not be fully aware of. As a

result, the students may go through emotional extremes ranging
from excitement with the new culture to depression. |, like most
foreign students, had to face the harsh reality of culture shock as
z I pursued my college career. But it wasn’t an easy process. There’s
' no magle pill or vaccine. To be successful, international students

should become familiar with the process of culture shock, a
process that became my way of feeling at ease with French culture.
#IE) According to the passage, culture shock is experienced

1) by almost all international students

2] by students not familiar with their own culture

3] specially when foreign students do not know the language
of the foreign country

4) because students who start college are not old enough to
take care of themselves alone

1A%



PLZ¥) Which of the following statements Is TRUE about the author of
this passage?
1) He did not have the problem of culture shock.
2) It took him a long time to adapt himself to his native
culture.
3)/He spent at least part of his education far from his
homeland.
4] He went to France in order to find a job to pay his
education fees.
FLE) Accarding to the passage, an effect of culture shockis . ............ .
1) poor language ability
2| excitement with the new culture
3 ) unfamiliar cultural expectations
4 incomprehensible customs and values
The author’s purpose of saying, “There’s no magic pill or o
vaccine”, is to emphasize the factthat ... ... i
1) getting over culture shock is not easy and takes time and
effort
2) even doctors cannot help the students who suffer from
culture shock
3) medical doctors have not yet found a way to help those
who are culturally shocked
4] becoming successful in a foreign country becomes a reality
only if foreigners work hard

1AY



Passage 59 (e

All countries that send objects
into space find themselves face

to face with a serious problem: [Ema1rihg de i
space junk. The “junk” includes manufactured o555 wly
parts of rockets, unwanted

remaining parts from launches, detritus ooy 20,5
dead satellites, and other giant Sallp
manufactured items that simply

stay there in space with no use Steel sYgd
at all. There may well be half a e "

& million pieces of dangerous waste
h orbit. As you might expect, Propose 08,5 olgpday
ountries around the world are debris
worried. Many are working on
& solutions to destroy the detritus.
Japan’s space agency has built an electromagnetic tether. This
giant steel and aluminum net, nearly half a mile wide, would orbit
in space and attract metallic pieces as it travels. Once full of waste,
the net would fall back into the Earth’s atmosphere. The gathered
pieces would burn upon re-entry. If this net idea works, Japan
plans to build a much larger one.

A Swiss company proposes a different answer. It is developing
a spacecraft that would act as a huge device to collect harmful
debris. Like the Japanese net, the Swiss device would fall back into
Earth’s atmosphere, destroying its contents in the process.

JiaT caaile 3l
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ZL) What is the subject of the passage?
1) A new type of waste
2] Useless solutions to a difficulty
3 Difficulty for future space missions

4) Ways to send objects into space
L Which of the following has been described in the passage?

1) launches {paragraph 1)
2] orbit {paragraph 1)
3) electromagnetic tether (paragraph 2)
4) re-entry {paragraph 2)
The device made by Japan’s space agency and that made by f:

=

a Swiss company are similar in all of the following features f‘f
EXCEPT that they .._....._..... . T

1) collect waste in space

WO,

2] look very much alike

3) serve the same purpose

4 are designed to make waste burn on their return to Earth
LT} What does the word “one” in paragraph 2 refer to?

1) net
2)idea

3) piece

4] re-entry

1A9



You may think that people are
capable of living in a wide range
of environments, from the hot
deserts of Africa and the Middle
East to the freezing cold of Siberia
or Northern Canada. Being an
intelligent species, we worked out
how to use fire to keep us warmin
cold conditions and, considerably
later, air conditioning to keep us

cool in hot climates. But there
is a wide variety of organisms
capable of living in environments
in which no human could survive
£ - the extremophiles.

(A ikl spwipm)

capable Blgs
intelligent ol
airconditioning  gpulas Ayped
climate Pt P
survive Coydile eddy
creature Sg-ge
jellyfish il e
multi-cellular IEES
anaerobe Silw o
fermentation e,

Take, for example, Spinoloricus cinzia, a tiny creature, about
a millimeter long and looking a little like a jellyfish. This recently
discovered animal is particularly interesting, as it appears to

be capable of living without oxygen and is thus a multi-cellular

anaerobe. The cells of most organisms contain mitochondria,

which use oxygen to generate energy, whereas the cells of

Spinoloricus cinzia do not contain mitochondria. Most anaerobes

so far discovered are microbes and use a form of fermentation to

gain energy. Some anaerobes will actually die in the presence of

oxygen.

1490



#ZT) What is the main purpose of the passage?

1)To introduce a special type of creature

2] To show the role of fire in human survival

3) To prove the unimportance of oxygen for life

4)To describe newly discovered unfriendly environments
FEl1) Which of the following statements about anaerobic organisms

is supported by the passage?

1) They are all discovered and known to us.

2 They can live in a wide range of environments.

3) They have cells all of which have no mitochondria.

4)They are capable of surviving in environments empty of 3

oxygen.
What does the word “which” in paragraph 2 refer to?

1) organisms
2] cells of most organisms
3) mitochondria

4| mutli-cellular anaercbe
Which of the following reasoning techniques In NOT used In the

passage?

1) Describing cause-and-effect relationships
2) Describing the steps in a process

3| Referring to differences

4] Use of examples

191
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